Uncovering the Truth

“For I am convinced the neither life nor death, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus.”  Romans 8:38-39


The Bible teaches that God knows everything about us even our most secret thoughts. “Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him?  Declares the Lord.” (Jeremiah 23:24)  It’s hard to believe, but many of us try to hide from God by not attending church, skipping our devotional time, or not praying.  Perhaps, after a day or two, God will just forget about the whole thing.  The more I study God’s word the more I begin to see God in a different perspective.  When I understand how I am suppose to see God, the more I understand how God sees me. 
Q:  How am I to see God?

A:  Paul answers that question immediately in Romans 1:1 calling himself a “servant of God.”  That word servant is translated slave, which has two meanings.  The first meaning, one who belongs to his master and has no freedom to leave.  The Second meaning is one who willingly chooses to serve his master.  It is in this context that Paul refers to himself as a servant.  After searching the Scriptures,, it’s easy to see why Paul had this mentality.  Paul saw and accepted himself as Christ saw and accepted him.  Paul understood the God was in control of all things.  He also trusted God to do the right thing in every aspect of his life; therefore, he willingly served God.

Q:  Can God really be this patient with me?

A:  Yes, God can, and He is!  “…All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people.”  (Romans 10:21)  We know how Paul opposed the name of Jesus Christ and persecuted Christians (Acts 26:9-11).  Yet, God used Paul to preach the gospel to the Gentiles.  I don’t know about you, but I would have felt such guilt, but God’s grace allowed Paul to accept the freedom he had in Christ.  “Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of all men.”  (Acts 20:26)  After everything in his past, Paul had NO guilt.  “…one thing I do is forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead.”  (Phi 3:14)  The only way Paul could do this was for him to see himself the way Christ saw him.
Q:  How does God see me?

A:  At the very moment you accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you become a child of God.  “…you received the Spirit of sonship.  And by him we cry Abba Father.”  (Romans 8:15) we are the adopted children of God.  As his adopted children, we are given all the privileges of a natural son, including inheritance rights.  “Now if we are children, then we are heirs-heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ.”  (Romans8:17)  Ephesians 1:13 tells us that once we accept Christ as Lord and Savior we are “marked in him with a seal.”  That seal is a clear indication that we belong to God.
Q:  What does it mean that I am justified?

A:  You and I, as believers have been justified through the death of Christ.  Paul uses the word justified 22 times in his letters.  When we read that God has justified us, He has done three things:  (1) declared us not guilty of any pas, present, or future sins, (2) declared us righteous in His eyes, and (3) canceled all the guilty and credits us with righteousness.  Paul uses the word credit 9 times in chapter 4 alone.  The truth is that man deserves a guilty sentence, but through Christ, God deem us righteous. In God’s eyes, we have been redeemed.  That means that we have been set free from the guilt and all its liabilities.  God gave us credit in the form of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection.  We have been released of our payment.  We can’t add to what Christ has done for us.
Q:  I’ve done some pretty horrible thing, and some of them have been recent.  What about the times when I can’t seem to get rid of the guilt?

A:  Remember that there are consequences for our actions BUT there is no condemnation.  There is a HUGE difference.  God can still use you.  He used David and Paul, despite their fall.  God wants us to step out of that condemnation and step into His freedom.  “Therefore, there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1)  We still carry with us our old sin nature. God’s grace has given us power over sin as well as the desire not to sin.  But when we are “saved”, there will begin a sanctification process.  It takes time and effort to break the habits of our past.
Q:  What about the times when I don’t feel worthy of God’s love?

A:  Never trust emotions when it comes to your relationship with God!  There is absolutely nothing that you can do to make God love you any more than He does at this very moment.  You cannot participate in enough church programs, attend Sunday school and church enough, you can’t go to the alter and pray enough, you can’t give enough money to the church, or even do enough good deeds for the other people.  God has spoken very clearly to this question.  “It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s mercy.”  (Romans 9:16)  If we believe that we can somehow enhance the way God already feels about us, then, in the words of Paul, “…Christ died for nothing”.  (Galatians 2:21)  Grace would not be grace if our deeds gain favor with God.  Grace is not only a gift from God, but it is a gift of God.


There are times in my daily walk with Christ that I just need that reassurance that God loves me no matter what.  With all my “hang-up” and struggles, He loves me just the way I am, and He loves me too much to leave me the way I am.  He sees me as righteous, even when I don’t feel like I am.  I should have been the one hanging on that cross, but God had credited me with righteousness.  I know that it’s hard for us to accept sometimes, but God wants us to experience the freedom we have in Him.  We are not free to do as we please, but we are free from guilt and all its liabilities.  It is for freedom that Christ set us free…” (Galatians 5:1)  Read Romans 8:28 again.  There is nothing that can interfere with God’s love for us.  Christ died for all sins future, present, and past.  That my friends is the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

Forget about the whole thing.  The more I study God’s Word the more I begin to see God in a different perspective.  When I understand how I am to see God, the more I understand how God sees me.
What You Put In Your Mind You Become!
“…whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is admirable-if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-think about such things.” (Phil 4:8)


I want you to think about the color red for five seconds.  Now stop thinking about the color.  You can’t do it can you?  That’s because your mind was dwelling on that one thing.  Sometimes I find myself dwelling on the wrong things.  You know, the negative stuff like, “If only I would have done this or done that.” “If only I would NOT have done this or done that.”  These types of thoughts can be detrimental to our self-concept.  If we allow them to persist, feelings of guilt, worthlessness, self-condemnation, anger, and bitterness evolve.  We begin to assign blame to ourselves; thus, we bring on feelings of depression.  So how do we stop thinking about these thoughts?

The apostle Paul’s, writing to the church in Philippi, knew the importance of one’s thought pattern.  Paul knew that what we put in our minds we will become.  What we put in our minds will ultimately come out through our actions, words, and attitudes; thus, either contributing to or contaminating our relationships with other people, our self-esteem, and more importantly our relationship with Chris.  Paul told the Philippians that they must guard their hearts and minds with the thoughts mentioned in verse 8.  He knew the importance of good healthy thoughts.

The only way to remove those negative thoughts is to REPLACE them with those things, which are true, noble, right, pure lovely, admirable, excellent, and praiseworthy.  Paul gives us a second exhortation in verse 9 “put it into practice”.  We must first recognize that those thoughts are not God.  “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”  (John 10:10)  We must replace the negative thoughts with the virtues that Paul mentioned in Philippians 4:8.  That’s making practical application to the Word.  We must purge our minds of the negative thoughts and replace them with the things of God.  Did God not command us to be”…transformed by the renewing of your mind”?  (Romans12:2) 

Who Are You?
“When Jesus had called the Twelve together, He gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure disease.”  (Luke 9:1 NIV)
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If someone were to come up to you and ask, “Who are you?” what would your answer be?  You may tell them your name , but that’s not who you are.  You may begin to describe your physical features, but that’s not who you are either.  Neil Anderson writes, “Every defeated Christian I have worked with has had one thing in common.  None of them have known who they were in Christ of have understood what it means to be a child of God.”  (The Bondage Breaker, pg. 46)  If you are oppressed in any area of your life, because of the lies of Satan, then you are in bondage, and you need to be set free.  Nothing is more important to your freedom than understanding and believing what God has done in you and for you.  

Who are you?  You are a child of God (John 1:12).  You have been bought with a price (1Corinthians 6:20).  You have been adopted as God’s child (Ephesians 1:5).  You can NEVER be separated from the love f God (Romans8:38).  You have direct access to God through the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 2:18).  You are the apple of  His eye (Deuteronomy 32:10).  For the one that has accepted Jesus Christ as his/her personal Savior, and completely surrendered their life to Christ, the victory has already been won.  Have you ever heard someone say, “I tried God and it didn’t work?”  That’s the whole problem.  They are trying to do something that Christ has already done for them.  That doesn’t mean that our role is passive. Jut the opposite!

Through Christ, Satan has already been defeated.  Those who are in Christ will pass from death unto life.  Paul writes, “And having disarmed the powers and authorities, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.”  (Colossians 2:15 NIV)  The illustration that Paul paints for us here is one of a victorious general home from the war, leading a triumphal procession through the streets of Rome.  That should make all Christians stand and exclaim, “Praise His Holy Name!”  


God has given believers, though the resurrection of His Son, Both the power and authority over Satan, sin, and bondage.  Authority means that you have the right to rule based on legal position.  Power is the ability to rule.  If you are not convinced of this, then Satan will seize the opportunity.  We cannot do what Christ has already done for us; however, we do have an active part to play.  What is it?  Believing that you are spiritually and therefore eternally alive.  You are “in Christ” a “new creature”.  (Ephesians 5:8).
I Have A Dream

“Hope deferred maketh the heart sick:  but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life.”

Proverbs 13:12 (KJV)


How has life turned out differently from the way you thought it would be?  If you’re single, did you plan on it?  If you’re married, is this the marriage you always dreamed of?  Did you plan to have children?  If you do have children, did they choose the course of life that you dreamed for them?  We all have dreams, and we’ve all experienced what it’s like to see those dreams derailed.  We then find ourselves overwhelmed with feelings of pain, despair, and frustration.  What’s the point in dreaming, when we risk facing almost certain disappointment?  John Eldridge, in his book The Journey of Desire writes, “The joy to life lies through, not around, the heart-sickness of hope deferred.”

For many, Christians includes, we have burning desires.  They are seeded deep within us.  God created us in such a way as to hope, dream, and pursue.  The problem is not that we desire; rather, it’s what we desire.  We live in a time today when this world is competing more and more for our time, our money, and our desires.  More television channels, more sporting events, newer cars, and bigger houses.  We’re searching for the life that we’ve only dreamed of.


John 4 states, “Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:  but whosoever drinketh of the water I shall give Him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into eternal life.”  (v.13, 14)  Notice in that passage that the woman spoke of a well of water.  Jesus spoke of a spring of water.  Does this we should not have desires?  Not at all!  “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and all these things will be given to you as well.”  (Matthew 6:33) so what do we do about these desires?  I believe there are three truths, from this story that can help us deal with our desires:
· We must ask God to change us:  Jesus told the Samaritan woman if “you would ask Him, He would have given you living water”.  (v.10)  “You have not because you ask not”.  (James 4:2)  If your desires are not compatible with God’s desires then ask God to change your desires.

· We must be honest with God:  Jesus instructed the woman to get her husband and come back.  The woman told Jesus “I have no husband.  You are correct saying that you have no husband”.  (v.16-18) This woman thought that companionship would fill her life.  Tell God that you’ve been looking elsewhere for your happiness.  He already knows it!  It’s when we share our heart with God that He shares his heart with


us.

· 
We must trust God with our future:  In verse 11, the lady replied to Jesus that he had nothing to draw water with and the well was deep. “Are you greater than our father Jacob who gave us the well…?” Because this woman was willing to live in the past, it prevented her from seeing the opportunity of the future. I don’t know your situation right now, but God can’t show you the plans he has for you, “plans to prosper you, and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future,” (Jeremiah 29:11), until you let go of the past!
